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     A native of Israel, Yaniv 
Attar is the 1st prize winner 
of the Duna Szimfonikus 
Conducting Competition 
Budapest, multiple recipi-
ent of the Sir Georg Solti 
Foundation Award,  and 
the 2009 Bruno Walter Me-
morial Foundation Award.
     Attar is the Music Direc-
tor of the Pennsylvania 
Chamber Orchestra, the 
Bellingham Symphony 
Orchestra, and Artistic 
Partner with Northwest 
Sinfonietta. Highlights of 
past seasons included 
collaborations with artists 
such as Alesio Bax, James 
Ehnes, Tine Thing Helseth, Sharon Isbin, Alex 
Klein, Jennifer Koh, Johannes Moser and Gil 
Shaham. Attar was also one of 10 conductors 
from around the world who were  invited to  
INTERACTION, and conducted an orchestra 
composed of all of Germany’s top orchestras, 
including the Berliner Philharmoniker, Konzer-
thaus Orchestra, German Symphony Orches-
tra, and the Radio Symphony Orchestra Ber-
lin. Prior to his current music directorships, 
Attar completed his two years residency as 
the Assistant Conductor of the Alabama Sym-
phony Orchestra, where he conducted nearly 
100 performances, and worked extensively 
with Maestro Justin Brown.
     Drawn to orchestral conducting from early 
age, Attar has studied with Israel Edelson 
in Jerusalem, Virginia Allen at the Juilliard 
School in New York and Neil Thomson 
at the Royal College of Music in London, 
where he was also the Associate Conduc-
tor and co-founder of the Tempus Chamber 
Orchestra. In 2008, Attar earned his Doctor 
of Music degree from McGill University 
where he studied under the tutelage of Alexis 
Hauser. Attar also studied with Kurt Masur, 

Leonard Slatkin, Janos Fürst, 
Jorma Panula, Gustav Meier, 
Johannes Schlaefli, Peter 
Gülke, Gabor Hollerung, Neil 
Varon, Carl St. Clair, David 
Effron, Donald Thulean and 
Michael Jurowski. 
     Attar has worked with 
the Cincinnati Symphony, 
Duna Szimfonikus Buda-
pest, Dohnanyi Orchestra 
Budapest, Fort Wayne Phil-
harmonic, Haifa Symphony, 
Hamburg Symphony, Israel 
Chamber Orchestra, Or-
chestra I Pomeriggi Musicali 
Milan, Jerusalem Symphony, 
Lithuanian State Symphony, 
London Solists Chamber 

Orchestra, Memphis Symphony, Milwaukee 
Symphony, Manhattan School of Music 
Orchestra, Mihail Jora Philharmonic Romania, 
National Symphony Orchestra, National 
Symphony Orchestra of Ireland, Northwest 
Sinfonietta, Reno Chamber Orchestra, 
Rochester Philharmonic , Russe Philharmonic 
Bulgaria, Salzburg Chamber Soloists, and 
Virginia Symphony.
     Attar is also an accomplished classical 
guitarist.  He has studied under Irit Even-Tov, 
Charles Ramirez and Sharon Isbin, for whom 
he served as teaching assistant at the Aspen 
Music Festival from 2003 to 2005. Attar was 
the first guitarist to win the Aviv Competition 
Prize in Israel and the Concerto Competition 
at the Juilliard School. Attar plays a 2014 
Dake Traphagen Guitar. His studies have 
been generously supported by the America 
and Canada Israel Cultural Foundations, The 
Williamson Foundation for Music, Ronen 
Foundation, The Olga Forrai Foundation New 
York, the Morris and Beverly Baker Founda-
tion, AVI Fellowships Switzerland, the Rislov 
Foundation, and the ISEF Foundation.

Yaniv Attar
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Jonathan Dexter, cellist, has been 
featured in recordings and per-
formances with multiple grammy 
award winning artists 
and producers in clas-
sical, rock, pop, and 
country music. Perfor-
mance highlights include 
appearances on the 
Jimmy Fallon Show, The 
View, VH1, Billboard 
Music Online, Fox and 
Friends, and Rachel Ray.  
In 2022, Jonathan was a featured 
cellist with the Lorelei Ensemble, 
the Boston-based chamber-choir, 
in their recording Antigone avail-
able from New Focus Recordings. 
Gramophone Magazine reviewed 
the recording, “Stunning preci-
sion of harmony, intonation, and... 
spectacular virtuosity.”  In 2015, 
Jonathan was the cellist in the 
recording “Irving Berlin: This is the 
Life” with the Paragon Ragtime 
Orchestra produced by three-time 
Grammy award winner for Best 
Classical Music Producer, Judith 
Sherman.  Working from his home 
studio, Jon records strings for 

projects around the world. Cus-
tomers have ranged from SONY 
Masterworks, Columbia Records, 

Castlerock Entertain-
ment, and multiple clas-
sical labels.  Jon contrib-
uted strings produced in 
his home-studio for the 
2011-2013 seasons of 
Steven Spielberg’s TV 
series “Smash” on NBC.  
Jon also composed, 
performed, and recorded 

the original score to short film 
Recess, an official selection at 
the 2012 Cannes Film Festival. 
Recently and more locally, Jon 
has been engineering audio 
recordings for PennState faculty.  
Jonathan joined the Pennsylvania 
Chamber Orchestra in 2012; the 
same year he moved to State 
College with his wife, flutist, Naomi 
Seidman.  As the Jano Duo, 
Jon and Naomi have performed 
around the country for over a de-
cade and are headed to Bangkok 
in April to perform at the Thailand 
Flute Festival 2023.

Our Soloist

Jonathan Dexter, cello

U.Ed.OUT 23-OLLI-840072

OLLI at Penn State
University Park

OLLI offers community members — age 
50 years and better — the opportunity 
to learn, explore, and connect through 
educational and social enrichment.

Learn more at 
olli.psu.edu

814-867-4278

500 East Marylyn Ave.   |   State College, PA 16801 
(814) 272-2146   |   foxdalevillage.org   



Today’s Program

January 29, 2023 

Elegy (2021) Jonathan Leshnoff

East Coast Premiere    (b.1973)

Concerto for Cello and Orchestra “Never Give Up” (2017)         Fazil Say

United States Premiere  (b. 1970)

  I. Never give up

  II. Terror elegy

  III. Song of hope

Jonathan Dexter, Cello 

- Intermission - 

Symphony No. 1 in C major, Op. 21 Ludwig van Beethoven

(1770-1827)

  I. Adagio molto—Allegro con brio  

  II. Andante cantabile con moto

  III. Menuetto. Allegro molto e vivace

  IV. Adagio—Allegro molto e vivace

Live streaming of today’s program is sponsored by PNC and  
produced by CW Studios.

Smoking is not permitted in any of the School of Music facilities.

Food and beverages are not permitted in the audience seating area.

This project was supported by the PA Council on the Arts , a state 
agency, through its regional arts funding partnership, PA Partners in 
the Arts (PPA).  State government funding for the arts depends upon 
an annual appropriation by the Commonwealth of PA and support 
from the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

Thank you Hyatt Place State College for hosting  
Maestro Attar for this concert.
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Hailed as “America’s favorite mezzo” 
(Gramophone), Graham is “an artist to 
treasure” (The New York Times). Music 
from Copland House is the renowned 
resident ensemble at Aaron Copland’s 
National Historic Landmark home.

7:30 p.m. February 21, 2023
Eisenhower Auditorium
sponsors
Elinor C. Lewis  |  Pieter W. and Lida Ouwehand

The Center for the Performing Arts co-commissioned 
A Standing Witness through its membership in the 
national consortium Music Accord.

A Standing Witness
with 

Susan Graham 
mezzo-soprano

and 

Music from  
Copland House

CPA.PSU.EDU
814-863-0255
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A monumental collaboration—in the form of a fifteen-poem cycle about 
the last fifty years in the United States—between Grammy Award-winning 
composer Richard Danielpour and former U.S. Poet Laureate Rita Dove. 

• denots principal player



ELEGY
Jonathan Leshnoff was born in 1973, in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey to Susan Leshnoff, 
an artist, and Stephen Leshnoff, an engi-
neer. He attended Johns Hopkins University 
and the Peabody Conservatory concurrently, 
earning bachelor’s degrees in anthropology 
and music. A Grammy-nominated composer, 
Jonathan Leshnoff is renowned for his mu-
sic’s striking harmonies, structural complex-
ity, and powerful themes. Ranked among 
the most performed living composers by 
American orchestras in recent seasons, the 
Baltimore-based composer’s works have 
been performed by over a hundred orches-
tras worldwide. 
     Elegy is a 10-minute composition co-
commissioned by the Bellingham Symphony 
Orchestra and the Tennessee Holocaust 
Commission. The commission derived from 
Music Director Yaniv Attar’s long friendship 
with Leshnoff. Attar approached Leshnoff 
in 2018 about writing a work for BSO’s 
Harmony from Discord initiative, which cel-
ebrates music that transcends oppression. 
Elegy is a work that is written especially for 
this initiative.
     Leshnoff writes: “Elegy is written in mem-
ory of the thousands of 
nameless people who 
suffered under oppres-
sion. 
     “Writing a new 
composition for the 
Harmony from Discord 
series, I chose to 
musically depict these 
two contrasting moods 
with two contrasting 
ideas: a somber, dark 
theme that dominates 
the beginning of the 
work and a hopeful, 
brighter theme that is 
heard in the middle. Elegy starts with this 
lonely and contemplative theme first played 
by the violins and then slowly spreading 
throughout the string section, with the harp 
offering a haunting echo. After a brooding 

cadence, the hopeful theme is introduced in 
the horns. 
     “Full of moving lines and sweeping 
harmonies the music builds to a resound-
ing climax, accompanied by the timpani 
grounding the ensemble in successive 
strikes. After a cascading cadence, the dark 
opening theme again returns, but this time, 
the hopeful theme intertwines itself with the 
darker theme, symbolic of the hope that 
has emerged through the dark, discordant 
eras of history. The piece notably ends on a 
major chord.”
     Maestro Attar presents the work in a ver-
sion re-imagined for the PCO by composer 
Jonathan Leshnoff himself.

Never Give Up
Fazıl Say was born in 1970 in Angora, 
Turkey. His father, Ahmet Say was an author 
and musicologist. His mother, Gürgün Say 
was a pharmacist. Fazil was a child prodigy, 
who was able to do basic arithmetic with 
4-digit numbers at the age of two. His father, 
having found out that he was playing the 
melody of “Daha Dün Annemizin” (Turk-
ish version of Ah! vous dirai-je, maman a 
popular children’s song in France) on a 

makeshift flute with no prior training, 
enlisted the advice of Ali Kemal 
Kaya, an oboist and family friend. 
At the age of three, Say started his 
piano lessons under the tutelage of 
pianist Mithat Fenmen who asked 
the boy to improvise every day on 
themes to do with his daily life before 
going on to complete his essential 
piano exercises and studies. This 
contact with free creative processes 
and forms are seen as the source 
of the immense improvisatory talent 
and the aesthetic outlook that make 
Fazıl Say the pianist and composer 
he is today. He has been commis-

sioned to write music for, among others, 
the Salzburger Festspiele, the WDR and 
the Schleswig-Holstein Musik Festival, the 
Festspiele Mecklenburg- Vorpommern, the 
Konzerthaus Wien, the Dresdner Philhar-

monie, the Louis Vuitton Foundation, the 
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra and the BBC. 
His works includes four symphonies, two 
oratorios, various solo concertos and nu-
merous works for piano and 
chamber music. 
     As he did in his Gezi 
Park series, Fazıl Say makes 
reference to current politi-
cal events in this new cello 
concerto. According to the 
composer, Never give up is 
an “outcry for freedom and 
peace,” focusing on the 
“harrowing terror attacks in 
Europe and Turkey.”
     “My cello concerto was 
composed in 2016 and 
2017 for Camille Thomas, a 
young French cellist, whose 
playing I find truly beautiful with incredibly 
emotional [effect] ... Back in 2015, 2016 
and 2017 there were many terrorist attacks 
in Europe, particularly in Turkey and in my 
hometown of Istanbul ... airports, concert 
halls, football stadiums and in the streets ... 
it seems like it was almost every day and 
it was a really dark time in our lives ...” the 
53-year-old composer has said. “When writ-
ing this concerto amid all this turbulence, I 
was determined to show resilience that we 
will never give up - and that there will always 
be hope for a beautiful and peaceful world.”

Symphony in C
Beethoven’s first two symphonies grew from 
the world of Haydn and Mozart.  Admit-
tedly, they push the boundaries, but it is not 
until his third symphony, the Eroica, that he 
bursts into a new world of his own.  How-
ever, for those who first heard these sym-
phonies they were brilliant, passionate and 
surprising symphonies by a young genius. 
     The First Symphony received its pre-
miere on April 2, 1800 at the Burgtheater 
in Vienna in a concert which Beethoven 
put on for his own benefit.  The program 
also included works by Haydn and Mozart.  
Beethoven appears to have worked on 

ideas for this symphony for several years, 
but the main task of composing it took place 
during the six months before the premiere.  
The dedication is to the Baron van Swieten, 

the patron and connoisseur 
who had helped introduce 
Beethoven to Vienna society 
and the man who had intro-
duced Haydn and Mozart to 
the music of Bach and Handel.  
The premiere was a great 
success with both the public 
and critics and considerably 
boosted Beethoven’s reputa-
tion.  In Leipzig, the Allgemeine 
Musikalische Zeitung wrote, “. . . 
this was truly the most interest-
ing concert we have heard for 
a long time. . . [The symphony] 
contained much art, many new 

things and a wealth of ideas.”
     The first movement takes the expected 
sonata form, with a slow introduction the 
opening chords of which do not begin in 
the tonic key of C major, perhaps influenced 
by recent Haydn examples.  The pizzicati 
from the strings and the dynamic, opening 
wind chords remind one of Mozart. Once 
we reach the Allegro con brio, the sprightly 
energy of the first theme is what we expect 
of a symphony in the Viennese tradition. 
     The Andante cantabile con moto is by no 
means a “slow movement,” but rather what 
in German is called a Spaziergang—a stroll 
along the lane or wood that is gentle (the 
“cantabile”) but still moves along continu-
ously (the “con moto”). 
     The minuet and trio, like all the other 
movements, manages to avoid banality with 
lightning quick shifts of mood, and force-
ful, elegant, and boisterous turns of phrase. 
Beethoven’s finale is slightly unusual with 
its slow introduction, beginning with a single 
stentorian chord, followed by a tentative, 
searching series of motives from the violins. 
The vigorous Allegro molto e vivace, on the 
other hand, is clearly inspired by folk music.

Program Notes  –  Douglas Meyer, Conductor Laureate
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Many thanks to Skip Webster  
of Marlin Group Advertising  
for his donation of time and  
talent to design all of our  
printed marketing materials  
and programs.  We are extremely  
grateful to have such a talented  
and generous supporter of PCO!

Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra Donors            We are grateful for the generosity of our patrons, for gifts received over the last 12 months.

DONOR LEVELS
Leadership Circle > $2,500

Conductor’s Circle > $1,000

Golden Baton > $500

Silver Baton > $250

Patrons > $100

Donors > $50

Our sincerest apologies for  
any errors or omissions.   
Please make corrections by  
calling the PCO office at  
814-234-8313 or emailing  
info@pachamberorchestra.org.



The PCO Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT
Ronald McGlaughlin

VICE PRESIDENT
Arthur Curtze

SECRETARY
Rachael Hartman

TREASURER
Laura Zimmerman

michael black

Lynn Hutcheson

Lesley Kistner

James Lyon

Nina Woskob

EMERITUS MEMBER
Karen Blair Brand

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Anne Skrupky

PERSONNEL MANAGER
Susan Kroeker

Patricia Thornton

William Cabell Jr.

Jacklyn Rosenfeld-Ribby

Robert Shepherd

Christina Schell

Anne Stevens

Virginia Eisenstein

George Beylouney

Robert Brand

Chuck Rider

F. Glenn Fleming

Pat StutzmanRoeber

Charles Welch

Skip Webster

Karen Blair Brand

Larry Mroz

Past PCO Presidents

PCO Board of Directors

CONCERT SPONSORS 

Arthur Curtze

Nancy Eaton

Connie & Lefty McIntyre

Whalley Charitable Trust

George & Nina Woskob

Happy Valley Adventure 

    Bureau

Livestream Sponsor
PNC 

Podium Sponsor
Arthur Curtze

CHAIR SPONSORS

Nancy Eaton  
Concertmaster Chair

George and Nina Woskob 
Principal Second Violin 
Chair

Dr. Judith Malick  
Principal Viola Chair

Barbara Palmer Memorial 
Principal Cello Chair

Whalley Charitable Trust 
Principal Bass Chair

Gary and Christina Schell 
Principal Oboe Chair

Foxdale Village  
Principal Clarinet Chair

John Golbeck and  
Carolyn Wilhelm  
Principal Bassoon Chair

Connie and Lefty McIntyre 
Principal Horn Chair

Robert A. Brand  
Memorial  
Principal Trumpet Chair

Koch Funeral Home  
Principal Timpani Chair

Thank you to our 2019-2020 sponsors!

The Nittany Performing Arts Centre
Architectural Design – June, 2022

.
Design by Wilson Butler Architects for the revitalization of 

the Pugh St. Garage Site. More information at 
www.nittanypac.org/progress

Do you enjoy Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra programming?   
Do you want to support the Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra with a gift  

of your time and talents?  We want to know!  

Possible volunteer roles include:

Email info@pachamberorchestra.org, or call the PCO Office 
(814-234-8313) for more information!

Volunteers needed!

• Concert ushering

• Poster distribution

• Mail preparation 

• Hosting pre- or post- concert events

• Event setup/cleanup

• Board service/governance

• Providing hospitality for performers 
  and guest artists

• Other ideas?

Yaniv Attar, Music Director
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Proud to Support
THE ARTS AND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PRESENTED BY

pennsylvania
chamber orchestra

H A P P Y V A L L E Y. C O M

Mark your calendars

An Evening Serenade
Saturday, February 17, 2023 at 6:30 pm
Lock Haven University at Clearfield

Featuring the Allegria String Quartet

A Sweetheart Serenade
Saturday, February 18, 2023 at 12:00 pm 
RE Farm Cafe

Featuring the Allegria String Quartet
 

Family Concert
Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 11:00 am   
Good Shepherd Catholic Church
     Timothy Farrand, Guest Conductor

 
Concert Sponsors: Connie & Lefty McIntyre 

State College Choral Society &  
Master Singers Concert with the PCO
Sunday, April 16, 2023 at 3:00pm   
State College High School Auditorium

     Russ Shelley & Erik Clayton, Music Directors

Francis Poulenc – Gloria, FP 177
Felix Mendelssohn - Symphony No.2, Op.52 “Lobgesang”

Ticket  information at PAChamberOrchestra.org or by calling 814-863-0255

Season Concert 3: 

Unity
Sunday, April 30, 2023 at 3:00pm 
Penn State Recital Hall

     Yaniv Attar, Music Director

     Colin Davin, Guitar

Jessie Montgomery - Banner (2017)
Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco - Guitar Concerto No. 1  
in D major, Op. 99 (1939)
Michael Fine - Suite for Strings IV.  
Finding Home (2014)
Alberto Ginastera - Variaciones Concertantes   
Op. 23 (1953)

Guest Artist Sponsor: Happy Valley Adventure Bureau

Unity
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THE 
Mazza Law Group, P.C. 

Let us help orchestrate your 
estate plan! 

Desiree F. Fralick 
www.mazzalaw.com 

2790 W. College Ave., Suite 800 
State College, PA  16801 

(814) 237-6255



Making waves.

Proudly supporting  
the Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra  

for over three decades of  
orchestral excellence.

    814.222.5505    |    Skip@MarlinAdvertising.com



Proudly supporting the  
Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra  

on their third decade of  
orchestral music.

919 University Drive
State College, PA 16801

T: 814 231 1850
F: 814 231 1860

122 East High Street
Bellefonte, PA 16823

T: 814 355 8235
F: 814 355 1304

www.nittanylaw.com     Info@nittanylaw.com

You Can Help Keep 
the Music Going
We’re proud to partner with the 
Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra. Visit 
Centre-Foundation.org today to donate 
to the Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra 
Endowment Fund, helping to ensure that 
the orchestra will be part of our community 
for generations to come.

Info@Centre-Foundation.org   |   Centre-Foundation.org 
(814) 237-6229   |   1377 Ridge Master Drive, State College, PA 


