
THE PENNSYLVANIA CENTRE ORCHESTRA 
ESSAY COMPETITION for Youth 18 and Under 

“THE ARTS UNDER OPPRESSION”  
 

From Olivier Messiaen’s “Quartet for the End of Time” to Shostakovich’s numerous 
compositions written under the Soviet Politburo’s watchful eye, the arts have served as both a 
testament to the human spirit and a protest against censorship and oppression.  In conjunction 
with our April 30th concert “Voices of the Silenced,” the Pennsylvania Centre Orchestra is 
pleased to announce an essay competition for youth eighteen and under on the topic of “The 
Arts Under Oppression.”  The winning essay, as selected by our panel of judges, will be 
published in the program for “Voices of the Silenced.”  In addition, the winner will receive $100 
and free tickets for his/her entire family to attend our April 30th concert, where he/she will be 
publicly recognized.    
 
Essays should be 500-600 words in length (approximately two typewritten pages, double-
spaced) and must be on the essay topic. Essays must be accompanied by this application form 
and signed by the applicant and a parent/guardian. All entrants must submit their own original 
work, though references and quotations are allowed if properly cited. (Citations are not 
included in the word count.) The results, as determined by our panel of judges, are final. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

APPLICATION FORM 
 
Name _________________________________________ Age ________ Grade ______________ 
 
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Current School __________________________ Parent/Guardian _________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Email and Phone __________________________________________________ 
 
Contestant Signature and Pledge:  I pledge that this essay is my own original work and agree to 
 
abide by the judges’ decision: ______________________________________ Date __________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature and Pledge:  I pledge that this essay is the original work of my child 
or ward and I grant permission for his/her photograph to be taken and used for public relations 
purposes by the Pennsylvania Centre Orchestra: 
 
_________________________________ Relationship __________________ Date: __________ 
 
Please send this application with a paper copy of your essay to Susan Kroeker, Executive Director, 
PA Centre Orchestra, 119 S. Fraser St., Suite D, State College PA. Please also send a copy via 

email as an attachment to susan@centreorchestra.org  with “PCO Essay Competition” in the 

subject field of your email. Both must be received by April 1, 2017. 

mailto:susan@centreorchestra.org

